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Foundations of New System 
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The highest rated factor within a particular 
domain equates to that domain score. 
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TEA will add $250 million statewide for special education in 2026–2027 to help set the weight and dollar amounts under the new funding system.
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Summary Prior Law vs. New Law for JohnnyCurrent System vs New System

Current Law Inputs for Example Student

▪ BA = $6,215, Small-Mid Adjusted BA = $6,420

▪ 170 days present (0.944 ADA)

▪ Instructional Arrangement = Resource Room 
(2.89 contact hours, FTE weight 3.0)

▪ FTE 0.45, weighted FTE 1.35

Total Sped Funding
$8,668

Reg Pgm Allotment

$3,070

Total FSP Tier I 
Entitlement $11,738

New Law Inputs for Example Student

▪ BA = $6,215, Small-Mid Adjusted BA = $6,420

▪ 170 days present (0.944 ADA)

▪ Tier Weight* = 1.5

▪ 21% of the day in sped

▪ Service Group Dollar Amount* = $400

Total Sped Funding
$9,491

Reg Pgm Allotment

$4,635

Total FSP Tier I 
Entitlement  $14,126

* Tier Weights and Service group dollar amounts have not been determined because data is not yet available. Any data presented here is illustrative,for example purposes only.
 



Funding Model Resources
TEA has established a webpage and made the following resources available now to allow school systems to start learning 
about this transition and to offer extensive collaboration and calibration activities ahead of and during the 2026-2027 SY.

Overview

Resources

FAQs by 
Topic Areas

Contact and 
Supports

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/intensity-services-special-education-funding-model-resources


Navigating the TEA Web Tool

The TEA Tool translates your ARD committee’s qualitative IEP 
documentation into quantitative PEIMS data, following these 6 steps.

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/special-education-funding-tool.html?v=6-01-26


The IEP to PEIMS Pipeline

Not auto 
reported

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/intensity-services-special-education-funding-model-resources#frequently-asked-questions:~:text=5.4%20Is%20anything%20automatically%20sent%20to%20TEA%20if%20I%20use%20the%20tool%20and%20save%20a%20record%20or%20export%20to%20Excel%3F%20(4/16/26)


Sample Findings

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1A_hqdyF6BHASSIMIKqlbWhv1DhlPYWj8ALYkJ3LIc6s/edit?usp=sharing


Summary Prior Law vs. New Law for JohnnyThe Critical Role of the IEP
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2026 - 2027 Transition Year



Critical Milestones for the Transition Year

10%
50%

December 3, 2026

2nd

50%



ANTICIPATED TIME TO COMPLETE 



Next Steps

Funding Calibration 
Planning Guide

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xb8Q9vCGkt0ptFGajbxjtl7PahNZyYmZwxZOaBiRweY/copy?usp=drive_link


Available Grant Opportunity

https://www.region10.org/page/summer-special-education-data-support-grant-overview
https://www.region10.org/page/summer-special-education-data-support-grant-overview
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School System Priorities



Planning for Special Education Funding Transitions
Transition to the New Funding Model



Resources

TEA Funding Tool

TEA Funding Tool 
How-To Guide

New Intensity of Service 
Model - Narrative (Factor 
Rating Rubric included)

TEA Website: Funding 
Update Page

To the Administrator Addressed 
Correspondence, April 16, 2026

Intensity of Services FAQ

To the Administrator Addressed 
Correspondence, May 28, 2026 Related Services FAQ

https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/special-education-funding-tool.html
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/how-to-guide-special-education-funding-tool.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/2026-04/new-intensity-of-services-funding-model.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/special-education-funding-updates
https://tea.texas.gov/sites/default/files/taa-2026-04-16-special-education-funding-updates.pdf
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/intensity-services-special-education-funding-model-resources#frequently-asked-questions
https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/correspondence/taa-letters/special-education-funding-update
https://spedsupport.tea.texas.gov/resource-library/related-services-special-education-questions-and-answers


TEA Training Supports
▪ TEA’s OSPSS will begin holding weekly Zoom “office hours” beginning on May 7, 2026. To provide 

flexibility to stakeholders who have routine commitments that would prevent them from attending 
office hours if scheduled at only one time of day, TEA will host two weekly office hours in 30-minute 
increments, from 9-9:30 a.m. and 4-4:30 p.m. every Thursday. The registration link to join these office 
hours will remain the same.

▪OSPSS will include special education funding on each monthly webinar it hosts for school systems; 
registration can be found on the webinar and newsletter page.

▪Dedicated e-mail address to submit questions or feedback: spedfunding@tea.texas.gov.

▪ TEA Special Education Webinars and Newsletter

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88433273529?pwd=bmJppPBbWGt8Pvm0Y42g7cDu3S4XI0.1
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/tea-special-education-webinars-and-newsletters
mailto:spedfunding@tea.texas.gov
https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/tea-special-education-webinars-and-newsletters
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All materials, content, and forms contained in this training/presentation are the 

intellectual property of Region One ESC©. All rights reserved. 

They are intended for use by session participant at the classroom, campus, 

or district level only.  Materials are to be used “as is” without modification. 

 

Materials may not be used for personal benefit or financial gain or for use outside of the school system.

Intellectual Property Statement

(C) Region One Education Service 

Center
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